Rage Against The Machine at Download Festival, 2010
On June 12th I made my way to Download Festival at Castle Donington, Derby, UK. This festival is a mix of metal, hard rock and other such genres and always worth visiting. Originally I should have been there from Friday to Monday, but hey, something came up as usual and I had to make do with Saturday and early Sunday.

    That way I got there too late for AC/DC and had to leave too early for Slash (and no, I haven’t forgotten about Aerosmith, I’m just not mentioning them. It’s personal, haha!), but I was there for one of the most incredible concerts I’ve seen in a long time: Rage Against The Machine on Saturday night.

    When I arrived late Saturday afternoon, the atmosphere was great: music, sun and beer. What more could a girl ask for? Lots of people were dressed in weird masks, so you’d meet wild animals, super heroes and just plain drunks wherever you went. Oh yes, this was festival country all right! I must admit, though, that I didn’t pay attention to the music all the time, as I had to keep an eye on the football as well, World Cup you know, and England was playing USA that evening. It ended a frustrating tie by the way, but I’m digressing.

Rage Against The Machine were supposed to go on stage at 9 p.m., but they didn’t come on until 20 minutes later (when the football had ended, haha!) and the 80,000 people strong audience EXPLODED at the sight of the L.A.-based, politically charged rap metal/metal rock band.

    RATM opened with the brilliant Testify, then went on to a slowed-down version of Bombtrack, but security was appalling, people surging in over the barrier, falling on each other and getting more or less crushed. RATM was actually forced to restart their third song, People Of The Sun, after a crush at the front of the crowd. A security member came on stage to inform frontman Zack de la Rocha of what was happening, after which Zack told that a couple of people had been real hurt and could the crowd please take a step back.

    “Brothers and sisters,” he said, “please, please take care of each other.”

    When thing had been taken care off, he then yelled, “Rewind!” and we got an amazing version of People Of The Sun.

The set included classics such as Bullet In The Head and Guerilla Radio as well as my own personal favourite Sleep Now In The Fire. We also got to hear Township Rebellion, which criticises Israel’s blockade against Gaza, and White Riot, a The Clash cover.

   Tom Wilk on drums and Tim Commerford on bass composed a very efficient rhythm section, and the set left plenty of room for guitarist Tom Morello’s unique guitar technique, metal/punk hybrid riffs and hip-hop inspired sound.

   Vocalist Zack de la Rocha was in top form as well. When introducing Know Your Enemy, he took a swing at Simon Cowell and X-Factor, saying that this was not a song about him, but about what he represents. Zack also thanked the audience for joining the Facebook group campaign back in December 2009, which made RATM’s Killing In The Name the Christmas Number One instead of the usual X- Factor winner.

The concert ended with a two-song encore, Killing In The Name being the last. When Tim Commerford’s opening bass riff soared out through the night, the crow seemed to spontaneously ignite with energy and leap into the biggest sing/scream-along I have ever witnessed! So f*** you, I won’t do what you tell me, but I will admit, that I love RATM as much as the next Download guy and gal.
Set list:

Testify

Bombtrack

People Of The Sun

Know Your Enemy

Bulls On Parade

Township Rebellion

White Riot (The Clash cover)

Bullet In The Head

Calm Like A Bomb

Guerrilla Radio

Sleep Now In The Fire

Wake Up

Freedom

Killing In The Name
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